VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE 
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 


May 7, 1954 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman, 
Box 182, 
Snithfield, Va. 


My dear Mrs. Chapman: 


While in Richmond last week the mother of one of our cadets called 
my attention to y6ur extraordinary work on the Isle of Wight County Marriages. 
May I suggest a correction. Josiah Cowling married Urania (not Uriane) Monro, 
the daughter of John Monro. There sare several spellings in the records but 
the correct spelling is es given - Captain Monro modestly used the neme Urania, 
jt being the name of one of the nine muses of Greek mythology - the Muse of 
Astronomy - supposed to be the daughter of Zeus. 


This correction I submit as a mere remark intended to be constructive 
for last year I issued a book which hed to do with genealogy and I received 
some very helpful suggestions - it had to do with the boys in the New Market 
Battle Corps. 


Through your book I have supplied two gaps in a chart made some ten 
years ago. One not particularly material - one of the Bryant-Monro marriages - 
so far as my direct interest is concerned and the other quite material - that 
of John Monro and Elizabeth Norsworthy. The Norsworthy connectionw was not known 
to me before and I gladly enclose one ($1.00) dollar for the supporting data. 
As a little boy in Norfolk I recall a dear friend of my mother's nemed Nannie 
Norsworthy and I have never heard the name since. 


As the records of Nansemond County are scarce I am sending you a copy of 
a chart I made some ten years ago which may come in handy. On the back of this 
chart®I have added several notes which extehd some of the fines. At the time 
this chart was made I had some spare time on my hands and wrote a considerable 
discourse on the Cowlings. They have been in Nansemond County since 1629 and the 
line is fairly clear but I do not know the neme of the father of Josiah Cowling 
who married Urania Monro. However, as everything available was recorded for all 
those of the name of Cowling, so far as I could find it, we manage to fuse several 
unconnected lines occasionally as something new turns up. But much is lackinge 
I note,for instance, the marriage of Martha S. Cowling to a Chapman (Wm. H.} as 
recently as 1830 but I do not know the name of her father or mother. 


Last Tuesday in Richmond I dropped in on a first cousin of my father. A 
descendant of the Ritter-Cowling line, nee Harwood. When I called one of the 
descendants of the Perrow-Cowling line (her first name inciden&ally is Urania) was 
present. 


I shall be glad to supplement the Cowling, etc. data in any way which will 
be helpful to you. Much of this material I have sent on to Miss Mary F. Cowling 
who is easily accessible to you in Suffolk. 


Some copies of Monro correspondence are attached as of possible value to 
you.e Since the one dated August 4, 1924 was written,the line as indicated has been 
thoroughly established. I also have a copy of the book referred to - The Munros 
of Fowlis. When you have taken such notes as you desire from this particular 


Mrse LLE ~~ 


latter I shall appreciate your returning it and a stamped, addressed engelope is 
enclosed for your convenience. 


The children of Josiah Cowling have also been worked out from family and 
publie records and a little memorandum of them is attached. This is indicated, in 
part, on the chart but I had not verified the information at the time it was made. 


I notice In an article written long ago by Mr. Re S. Thomas, about the 
building of the 61d Brick Church, that the Norsworthy’s at that time head charted 
their records - but that is another story and I shali go into it later. 


May I again add a word of praise for the tremendous work you have accom- 
plished - 


Sincerely yours 






we/hs * Wm. Couper. 
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| | ? | see Monro Chart | 
SaS agin cai Saaa ee 
Josiah Cowling | before 1766 Urania Monro 
B. 1739 D. 1800 nt De L7o9 D. 1799 
~*~: 61 years , aged 60 years 
Taxed on 1,299 acres in 1799 
Buried near Chuckatuck, Va. 
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? children as follows: 


l. John Monro Cowling. Died 1809. No children. Administrator for 
his father's estate; also in 1803 for Martha Cowling, who wa 
married to Thomas Cowling, of Isle of Wight County. 3 


2. Thomas Montgomery Cowling. B. 1774; D. 1832, (See Cowling Chart) 
Se Elizabeth Cowling married Jonn Barrott on Nay 1, 1810 


4, Jesse Cowling. Died about 1807. Married Llizabeth George on Nov. 1 
1792. They nad two children. (a) William Cowling m. Frences Webb (2) 
and left a daughter,Sarah Cowling, who married Davis and 
lived at one time in Berkley (now a part of Norfolk), Va. 

(b) Jesse Cowling (a son) died. 


5. Josiah Cowling married Christianna Mackee, He died about 1807 
6, Fletcher Cowling. 


7, Willis Cowling. He lived in Richmond and is buried there. He was 
married three times. lst to Euphan Fannie Shepherd - thsy had 
three children: (a) Fletcher M. Cowling, who died unmarried in 
Mercer County, West Virginia; (b) Urania Virginia M. Cowling. 
Born Oct. 16, 1820 and died Dec, 15, 1884. she married in 18356 
Capt. William C. Perrow, of "Shedy Grove", near Gladys, Campbell 
County, Vae Capt. Parrow was born July 27, 1810 and died January 
12, 1887. His brother, John F. Perrow, married Martha Elizabeth 
Francis Cowling, the 1l?th child of Thomas Montgomery Cowling (See 
No. 2 above}. In the course of time a Perrow (Grace, daughter 
of Thomas Julian Ferrow and grand-daughter of John F, FPerrow) 
married a Perrow (Charles B. Perrow, son of Fletcher C. Perrow 
and grand-son of Capt. Wm. H. Perrow) and the two lines got 
together again, (o} Willis J. Cowling. He was born in 1822, 
two weeks after his mother's death and was raised in the home of 
Thomas Montgomery Cowling (See No. 2 above}. He married 
Mary Bradley; lived in Mercer County, West Virginia; and had 
seven children - most of the old Cowling and Monro names appear 
among thei, 

Willis Cowling, (Sr.) (No. 7 above) married secondly 
Brown ~ no children, He married thirdly Mrs. Matiida 
Dunn - no children and she died August 6, 1828, A deed 
made in 1829 by the three children of this Willis Cowling 

mimimm refers to a Willis Cowling who died on April 4, 

1823. <A notice of the death of a Willis Cowling appears 

in a Richmond paper - this particular man died on 

August 16, 1828. Clearly two of the same name lived in 

Richmond about this time. The will of this Willis Cow- 

ling (No. 7 above) indicates the date of his death, This 

note is not at hand as these items are being recorded. 
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48 V.u.I. Parade, 
Lexington, Virginie, 
Jemary 2), 1052. 
Misa. Mary ¥. Cowling, 
200 Clay Street, Suffolx, Va. 


Dear Mary: 


The item you sent here on Jenusry th is most interesting and it 
certainly opens up a lerge field. Of course, I om so far from tho seene of 
Gperationa thet I can do but little but even so t can do something and 
have outlined below a sterter. I icoked over the Valentine Papers shen 
they were first iscued in print but missed entirely the item you found. 

I would not worrya about the book "History of the Monrose of Fowlis" by 
Mackenzie ~ 4¢t is easy te got end I have no doGbt that it was simply out 
of the Congressional Library. I have road it there severa] times. 


Ae a matter of record I am going to copy yur adiccovery here: 


From Edward Pleasents Valentine Papers ~ Volume IV: George Hardy, 
of Isle of Wight County, Va., received from Arthur Snith, of Pagan 
Creek, Iele of Wight County, Gent. om Sareh, his wife, the daughter 
of Mr. Richard Jackson, lete of the sforesaid county, deceased. For 
waluable camsideration in Tobecco already received. Parosl of land 
in the Blackwater in Iele of Wight County which belongs to the sxid 
Arthur SGuith by mrrisge with Sarah, bis wife, daughter of Mim seid 
Richard Jackeon and grandchilé of Mrs. Alico Bennett. 1666. 

Book i, page 69. 


I wuld translate that story something like thia: 


B.1688 D.1607 | 

| 

fo enemas ara a a re PP ali Leahy St 7 I. S20 Soar al 

| Here follows our omn Vises = Sareh Gnith, the mindied oll 
Rev.Andrew Monro; then John Monroe; then Urania Monro, ui 


Tomorrow Eloise ani I will drivo up to Baltimore where I give an ~ 
eddress on “Stonewall” Jackson tomorrow night. I will write more later. 

Best wishes to ya: end the femily 

Sincerely 


wo/he im. Couper 
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bg ze é \, August 15,1960 
' > ¥ “Si ¥ _ 
Mrs, Lewis L.Chapman ' 


omithfield, Virginia 
pw. {% 
Dear Mrs.Chapman: 


I am preparing my application papers for The Colonial 
Dames of America and find that I have a missing link in.your 
county which I hope you may be able to supply. I secuped your 
name from your book on Wills and Administrations of Edizabeth 
City, Va. 1610-1800 which I reviewed while in your state Ar- 
chives in Richmond in June of this year. 


I am descended from Col. Arthur Smith of Old Point Com- 
fort,Va. whose daughter, Sarah, married the Rev. Andrew Monroe. 
Their son, %ohn Monro {( or Monroe) married Elizabeth Norsworthy 
and they had a daughter, Urania or Uriana Monro, born in 1739 
and died in 1799 in Nansemond County, Va. She married Josiah | 
Cowling in 1769 and a Bible record of Thomas Cowling shows =i 
her death date and place of buriel. This Thomas Cowling is } 
the only one of their 12 children that I am able to "prove", 
but they also had a daughter, Mary ( Polly) Cowling, born — 
in 1776, who mar-ied William Emory Lioyd in Warren Co.,Ga. in 
1798. Mary Cowling Lloyd died in 1872 and is buried in Kemper + — 
County,Mississippi. She was my gre, grey great grandmother . be 


Now here is my missing link - I need proof that Mary 
(Polly) Cowling is the daughter of Josiah Cowling and Vrania 
Monro. I would also like to have any other data on Josiah 
Covling's ancestry. If you are able to assist me in this 
matter I shall be so very grateful. If you cannot help, will 
you please furnish me with the name of a genealogist in that 
county who may help. 
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